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The NATION againt the MINISTRY. ing terms that may apparently include them; for we lave 
no dovbt, that ulthouch they were named ou that com- 


ifs couelusions, or absented 


© WOULD YOU LIVE WITHOUT GODS, OR KINGS? 
EABIUKE TYRANNY OF EVERY KIND! 


ft as qliaes wT Tt. o, 11 
inittee, they opposed ail 


So ue ore 


° . . ' ' ravi ° ' 
Notuae%s Bain themselves fremoits deliberations altogetaer, “Laois we Know 
a ee oe Orie y » ¥ . 


was the case with the Duke of Bedford, and a more credit- 


Pedlic Examination of the Report of the Secret Committee. | ras | 
~ ; able proof of its understanding could not have veen given, 

fbeir notions sult all things so well, , ; : 1 ae ae att hele a. 

ee ee 2 lo beein with the flimsy reasoning of the Lects; tor we 


rye ‘ . } at ’ 
Phat which is which—-they cannot tell, 


stippose we must follow the order of the day, which gives 





Some folks have lights, where same are blind, these hereditary leetsiaters the prefer nee of consideration. 
A‘ pus re sald to see the wind. 


seas The plot began last audumn, by various consultations of 
Of all the stupid, trifling, and inconsistent papers that?! the parties engaged in the conspiracy?) And what have the 


ventlemen of his Majesty's council been about, when they 


f 
* 
a ii k 
tie mob of self-styled statesmen, have foisted upon the pub-$ ¢ 
lic understanding, the report of the Committce of Secresy | knew these meetings and consultations were held, and took no 
is the most ridiculous, and if we except the memorable — measures to prevent the possible consequences? Why were 
ting of all the crey-beards of the law, in the case of thejnot these dangerous plots attacked before they gained 
Princess of Wales, when days and weeks were wasted in 
- 
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RB adhe 


consistency and strength?) Why were the members of parlia- 


. ~ Tal } *4j 8 , ae os “ . “7 . : 
the enquiry of how far a woman might trifle with a man ¢ ment suffered to be rambling about hke wild geese ov a com- 
Without any absolute criminality, is the best burlesque} mon, while the ceuckoo-birds of reform were hatching the eggs 
upon SENATORIAL authority tnat ever insulted the eye of fof rebellion? Why was Lord Castlereagh suffered to impose 


Surely there is a contaminating influenee.in the! bis oratovical falsehoods on the credulous aud ignorant 


reason, 
that j of treland, instead of being at bis post, to guard his favourite 


sphere of life, in which rank and fashion move, 
eradicates the mind altogether, and leaves our would-be} scene of declamatory nonsense at St. Stephen's. Are we 
to be told in reply, that ministers were not in possession of 
the PROOFS of the mischief? that they only knew there 
WERE PLOTS, but that they did not know their extent, 


or probable cousequences? THEN was the tiine ‘o inter- 


divinities less than the meanest of all the race of men, 





The nation has never given the present ministry any 
great credit for possessing too much sense, or for being any 
better than they ought to be; but never was such paucity 


of intellect, or such contempt of all truth and honesty, t fere! 
tious of the Laws COULD NOT REACH. Thenthey micht 


When they knew of plots, which the ordinary opera- 


manifested by them, as the present productions exhibit. We 


shall not pretend to decide whether they are blundering | with some reason have asked for extraordinary pov ers, 


blockhvads, or wilful misrepresenters of known facts; but} to contend against the uncertainty in whieh they were 


wWotuat pans were im contemplation, 





vne of the two we presume is the inevitable conclusion which placed, Tf they kn: 
their best friends must draw, from the strange farrazo, of j to attack the Coustitution, they should THEN have con< 
impudent falsehoods, and exagerated statements of partial Pvened parliament, to bave assisted them in its defence. 
. ee ae oP Y ,. oe es - . F H ree . ; ' , ; F 
truths, which is now before the country in their names, and | Phe tacts is, that they then hnew all that thev know at 
? . . . . f ‘ , % 

uoder their authority, In presuming to ofer afew comments } present, and all tuat they can know. They know thal their 
nNpo % j Pe » vy 7 7 ’ vp ¢¢yr ‘2 ¥ i " © . h , ’ ie >< bs | Ne 1 
pon such miserable compositions, we beg pardon of ihe Fimeasures have ATADE so many wretched, that they must 


few men of common sense, who were named on the com-| be discontented, and that some, harder pressed than others 
- > 








will utter their discontent. That a few of the MOST 
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Nittee, forthe disagreeable necessity we ure under of employ- 
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WRETCHED beings thet the world of wretchedness could | 


offer to the eye of compassionate inquiry, should talk of 
subverting the state, is not a matter of surprise. The 
astonishment is that SO FEW should have been driven to 
frenzy in such a state of desperation, It may be allowed, 
that a few poor, friendless hopeless individuals, with every 
reason to curse a system of administration, which has en- 
tailed such an endless catalogue of evils upon the country, 


should in their hopeless and cheerless conversations, which 


‘ ‘ ie % 
were 00 often condemued to supply the place of provisions, 


have entered upon the theme of their miseries, and even 
veutured to suggest means, however rash or ineffectual, 
that might in their exaggerated view of circumstances pro_ 
mise to relieve them from their vahappy situations. 

That one or two of warmer imaginations than the rest, 
should sugyest or commit political violences, is also very 
easily accounted for, and very easily forgiven. Place his 
majesty’s ministers in such a condition; and if their con- 
duct might be guessed at from their present characters, 
st would have far exceeded in violence and disaffection 
that ef the most violent we have seen on the present 
occasion. Give Lord Castlereagh a couple of bad potatoes, 
aud a little cold water for his daily sustenance, and see 
what STUFF his LOYALTY would be made of. Put 
George Canning in the Workhouse of Bethnal Green, and 
allow him half-a-crown a week (and that is more than he 
is worth to the state), and hear then what beautiful tropes 
Give 
Cicorge Rose only what he deserves, and take from him 


and similies he would find for the Constitution, 
those hundreds of thousands that he dues not deserve, bui 
which he bas received; and we should soon find his note 
changed, Take away HIS CONSTITUTION, his salary, 
and THE Coustitution might be blown to atoms for any 
thing he would care about it. Aud these men insult the 
country with accusing it of TREASON, and weuld hang as 
PRAITTORS, 


hypocrisy and apostacy; and argue from the frantic oppo- 


all those who would detect their political 


sition of a few who are driven by distress to madness, Uhat 
the whole body of the couatry is disaffected and disloyal, 
and stands in need of their arbitrary and vindictive controul, 

The Report presented to the [louse of Commons gives 
unwitiingly, © solution of the whole affair, so satisfactory, 
that even ther own prejudices and interests could wet 
avoid the statement. 
employed to spread disatlection, [they say the suceess “ had 
been confined to the principai taacufacturing districts, 
WHERE THE DISTRESS IS MORK PREVALENT,” 

Here, ye worthies of the state, then is yourown CONFES. 


Afjer stating varios means had been | 
' 





—* es 





the disaflectod. And who created the pisirgss?) Wiy 
YOURSELVES: and who then are the (PRATTORS? and 
deserve the vengeance of the laws?) They proceed to say - 
“Few, if auy, of the higher orders; or even the middle 
‘classes of society; and scarcely any of the agricultural 
“ population, have lent themselves to the more violent of 


’ 


‘‘ these projects.” What the more violent projects are, is 
not kuown even by the mioistry themselves but whatever 
these projects may be, it is quite clear that their only aim 
is “relief from distress.” The ministers say but “ few, if 
any, of the bigher orders, are implicated.” They should 
have suid NONE; for they know the HIGHER ORDERS 
are not distuessed, But they want to implicate those who 
FEEL for the distresses of others, as THEREFORE wishing 
to destroy the state; and the—“ FEW, IF ANY,” aie 
meant to designate those men of property and reak, who 
are honest enough to confess that the patience of slaves is 
not to be expected from the descendants of Euglishmen, 
who have lived, and dare die FREEMEN. 

The whole of the report exhibits an imbecility of mind, and 
a want of research that would astonish us, were we not awaie 


how utterly incompetent the higher orders of society are to 


judge of the motives and conditions of those in lower situa- 


tions. The very language of the people is not understood 
by these callous statesmev, who chirrup about Lhe unfledged 
cock sparrows within the limits of their little nests, where 
they are fed by the cares, and at the expevses of others, and 
remain in complete ignorance of all beyond their sphere, 

The Committee in its report observes with aZarm, that in 
some of the supposed disaffected societies the question hac 
been debated, ‘ whether a loyalist or a jacobin were the most 
useful man to society? The poor gentlemen toterpreting 
the term f/oyalist to mean one attached to the laws, and the 
term jacobin to signify an enemy to them, seem to wis! to 
stigmatise it as an act of sedition, But if these gentlemen 
had heard the debate on such an occasion, they would have 
found that by this /oyalist was meant to be designated one of 
those leeches of the state who are fixed firmly on the abuses 
of the system, and oniy wish to be at rest, that they may 
suck their unhallowed meal of blood in quiet; while they 
would have found the poor nick-named jacobin, < man who 
grumbled at thus being bled against his consent, and at 
baving iis pocket picked to forge setters for his understandiay, 
The question of which is the best character, is nota difficult 
one, but it is as harmless as simple, 

In another instance, there is a most gross perversion of 
all reasoning on the part of the Committee. 


At some so- 
cieties, it seems, the question has been asked, * Would you 
SION, that the DISTRESS is the cause of the success of} live without Gods or Kings?” And the answer has yery 

. d 
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properly been, ‘ We abjure Tyranny of EVERY kinde’— so degraded, 


By this answer, say the sapient committee-men, all religion 
is disavowed, as well as loyalty! This is logic with a ven- 
ceance. Ts loyalty, is religion, then, TYRANNY? And do 
thoce who absure tyranny, abjure loyalty and religion? Are 
they one and the seme thing! If they are, they ousht to 
he abjured together, The union of the terms is litiie less 
than blasphemy, and ifit had been edvanced by a reformer, 
The 


Loyalty to equal laws, 


it would bave been prosecuted a libel. service of 
the true God ts periect freedom. 
inp The conclusion 


administered by a yust King, is true liberty, 
would seem, then, that the friends of just law and true rei 
gicn, must abjure tyranny of every kind, Beside tie ques- 
answered, MUST be auswered in the affir- 
Yes, 
certulaly. Vee 
will neither worship the Pope of Reme, the Grand Inquisi- 
We wiil 


make Gods of none of them, nor fell down beforethem, nor 


tica, if postiively 
mative. Would you live without GodS or Kings? 


One God, and one King are cnough tor us. 
tors of Spain, nor the Archbisiop of Canterbury, 


worship them neither, The God of Heaven is enough for 


us, And one King jis enough too for England. We would 
be only the subjects of the Law, and King George the 


Third; not the slaves of circumstances, and little kine Cas 
tlereagh, and lithe Atag Canning, and king Hiley, aud king 


We 


abjare fyraauy of every kind ; aud ifthey coufcss themselves 


Bragge, and Old Bogs, We want none of these kings. 
tyrants, and abuse the power with which they are entrusted, 
we abjure them, ‘The commiitee men are mistaken, i! 
they attribute this important question and answer to the 
ingenuity of modern disaffection, 
Volney’s Ruins, they will find it taken frou: toat important 
chapter, which gave the death biow to religions and politi 
ca} despotism in France; sod taught the nation to be free, 
hy discovering to it the secret of its strength. The com- 
mittee-men may read the whole chapter with advantage. 

‘bie most serious part of the charge is contained in para 
graphs that ailude to the circulation of cheap tracts, and 
here the ministry may have some canse for alarm. The na 
tion has had nothing cheap from them; and to introduce 
cheap thin, . of any description, must be very seditious 
indeed agair.t their system of charging for every thing 
eveu the birosing of thers administration, about twenty 
limes as mich as it is worth, Cheap commodities are now 
dangerous innovations, and must be kept out of the pubin 
view, lest the nation should begin to remember past tines, 
Bir 


if the ministry are about to enter intu a war of opinics. 


tnd begin to think every thing ought to be cheap too. 


with the people, we congratulate them on the certainty of 


their defeat, We are not yet sunk so low—we are not quite 
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os to surrender oxr opinions, at the beck of 
such aman as Lord Castlereagh, or Mr. Canning. Tf we 
re to be trodden under foot, let us be trampled nacer feet 
that would net disgrace us. It is glorious to die in resist- 
ing (he prowess of the lion, but infamy to sink beneath the 
fanos of the wolf, Our nenisters stand convicted before 
the face af heaven and the couutry, of the most unconstitu- 
tionu! practices; they heve warped all the provisions of the 
law il.t were intended to guard the liberties of the subject; 


the prosperity of the reaim has vanished uncer the progress 


of their decolating measures; and they now think themselves 
strong erough to aun the last stroke at our independence. 
May it be struck with such fury, as to recoil upon themselves, 
and leave the punishment of thea rash attempi to commit a 
murder on the constiiation, an awful example to ministers of 
future aves! 

A constiintion that cannot protect itself from the arts of 
the discontented, without having recourse to a despotism 
for its support, is worthy only of contempt, and deserves 
abolition- But eur laws bave been found sufhctert to euard 
the nation from all danger, when they have been adheres 
to. Itis only when they have been violated by those who 
onght to guard them, that the country has beee endangered. 
Our laws are powerful enough already against the people: 
but the minister finds them as suppie to touch as wan; 
and breaks the cobweb netting of our freedom, with an easy 
hand. When the subject most wants the protection of the 
law, he finds the minister bas torn it from the statute book, 
amt put itia his pocket. Glorious result of British Liber- 
ty! While 


masters, to feed very folly of the puppets whom we have 


we are content to pamper every wish of our 


created, we may be tree to do so, and boast of our freedom, 


et 


Wiile we work willingly, they are kind enough to spare the 


lash. ‘The task, however must be done; and the lash and 
the spur ave always ready, it seems, to compel an implicit 
obedience to the will of our little earthly divinities. 

The direct aim of all this barefaced imposition, is, to control 
To 


ass a law, to enable a set of men to govern, in despite of the 


withouta law, as they have outraged without reason. 
principles of all law, is to establish a simple and effective 
espolism over every man obnoxious to the adminisiration - 
indoas, ‘from the strong antipathy o: good to bad,’ they 

mot 


be likely to suspect every man who loves his country, is 


uw chemy fo their measures ; 


- 9 


so every honest heart, every 
mooomk that chertshes the generous flame of freedom, every 
rdeut spint that glows with admiration at the voice of py- 
wvtism, will be placed under the surveillance of the spies of 


he government, and watched for conduct that may be tortured 


tito freesen againsl bie —minister! 
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Ifthe conduct of the people wants any defence, it will 
be found in the conduct of their levislators. Ifa Grand 
Jury of the country were iinmpanneiled, against the pre- 
sent MINISTRY, they would retura a TRUE Bul for 
all the infamous misconduct they have dared to charge upon 
the people. Itas THEIR conduct that seems a conspiracy 
against the liberty and welfare of the Nation: Jtis THEY 
who in midnight assemblies, have warred against the existing 
Laws, and eflected the decradation of their country. 

It is the fearful knowledge of the geueral contempt 


which attaches to themselves, and the hatred of their mea | 





sures, Which so universally prevails, that prompts them to 
PEAR what they personally DESERVE, and exhibits to 
their weak and terrified understandings, the danger tliat may | 
result from the despair of arumed emmre. Kat they are 
safe—Their impertinence might provoke the chastisement of 


anger and irmtation; but they are unwortiiy of the least) 


| 
‘ 
' 
} 
i 
| ' 
reseniment on the part of a magnanimous and enlighicned | 
nation. ‘The only feeling they should excite, is the most so-f 
vereign contempt, The grat may teaze the hon, and mo | 
Jest hie sleep, but a brush of his tail is suicient to disperse | 
a thousand, Let the nation then proceed steadily in its} 
march towards REFORM, Let them MER, and MEE EP, § 
ubd MEI DT, in every parish, and in every village, Pat let 
them allect NO secrecy. ‘Tiev ave unworthy of Preccore, 
who are afraid to defend it in the open face of day. Li tin 
parliament should do, what they possess the power to do, | 
but what they have NO just or constitutional RIGELE to do, 
namely, pass a bill to prevent or lunit public meetihes, the 
Law mus( be obeved, because the mation has tacitly sane- 
tioned that assumption of power on what it has been led to 


iculty and dan- 





consider were Cccasions of extraordmary dit 


ger, Batin this obedience to the letler of the Law, every} 


J 


should be boid and open, and loud in his condeiauation of | 


man who sees the object and operation of such measures 


their teudeney, and earnest aud ardent in his endeavours to 


procure ther aprogation, Ff every man will but speak 





his mind, and take care that he is not seduced bv any soy, o 
a | 


. 
avent of the administration, to DO any thing that mav caabls 


| 
the ministry to revence upon any individual the feeling, of 
opposition towards (hem—(and not towards the constitudion ) 
—which they hnow to be ceneral throughout the mass 
of the nation--If every man will do this, we may deride 
their mipotent atteinpt to triumla over the good sense of 
the people, by suspending the best and most Important of 
our laws. 

Let it not be imagined, however, that a dame surrender of 
this ONLY essential germ of owr boasted constitution is 


advised, ‘The moment the ministry obtain theiy law, to im- 





: , Mik oe Setibo aaaat Bidens komo? 
CFOaACHEPrs UO OU riguts and hberties Nave had pac wiarys 
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prison all whom they suspect for the king’s name ts euly h- 
serted as a matter of form, and to decetve the ignorant part 
of the nation), from that moroent, the most impudent man in 
the ministry becomes the PYRANE of his Coattry—the 
LAR of the Sovereign, and the DOOR of JUSTICE are shut 
against the people, waenever the mimster chuses to emoioy 
that ARBEPRARY power with whieh FOLLY shall have 
clothed him to consummate the min of the empire, Fret 
that moment tie Mohometan Cresecut may be uafaricd over 


—_— — i 
the grave of British Freedom — showing lke 


—-—— A moon beam on a blasted heath, 
Nu . ie j » Cesoiatiu 

as ’ ' ’ eA ‘ hen he ; 
Phe Aleoren and the Code of Alciers may then be sut-ti- 
i fine 0} { até aden deat btn f teamemAs | ote at Peel . 

tuted for the Christianity anu the Common Lew of buon 
$ y ’ ‘ ' teu ! } " . rh } ’ > 
Wwe Mustiearn (0 nate OUr ancesicgs, to nice OUurown Aeeene 
na e e 2 f 7] ’ : . : ’ ‘ 
racy and GMiserace; Lhe spioet OF Nuwie GQernge Wiis have ee B: 


‘ eae r i ; ; mre ae Se = 
our shores, end © universal darkness bury all” the recerds « 


.4 


“ ; , 
our glory, The Nation owes it to ts character to @Eppore 2 


i measure so franght with rain to its interests, and its faim: 
by all the srudené means in its power, “Phere will be ro 
tiine to petition eaeainst the measure, ‘the cowardly en- 

™ . 


I 


;enough upen anether suliject- thie will waste no time in 


a 1 isis naan e ree ee ant, ae Bd 
ERO ANI repectine preiions Ue i} Lfils. , 


Ho publie mectinos ean be held to ¢ ppose the suspetiston, 


sre Je T ners 
MP IInNeuUage ING aN 


aeT \ should be celledd to condemn it 
terrific as the swelling thunder, from every extremity of the 
empire, which rr °S nye li hallowed by the footste ps of I ree- 
Meu, and blessed with the Piesemes of J iberty, While a 
motley administration, worthy ouly of paniominic employ- 
mentatatheatic; avenal magistracy, and an oligarchy of 
pubic plunderers, witha train of rich dependeut:, wallowing 
inthe very sink of corruption, and counting its slime as 
honour, arrogate to themselyes the name of lecistators, and 
burlesque the duty of statesmen, it is impossible that dis 

eoutent shoud cease, oe the just indignation of the public 
be hushed into sence. Who ean expect from thei any 
thing but the constuomation of that ruin which they have be- 
gun! Are they not the SWORN: enemies of reform? Do 
they not live and move, and have their very being in the 
{BUSES of the staie? [s it not estdeut thet a Reform 
would strip them of their uudne iufluenoe, and meretricious 
honours, and fcave them nake dio the eve ofscorn ? What pro. 
mise have they not broken, whet bope have they not disan- 
pointed, what fear have they not realised, what apprehension 
have they not fulfilled? Tho mind that hereafter reposes a 
confidence in them, must be deaf to the nasi, and blind te 
the future. Such a oman deserves to live under a state of 


tittugs that seems fast approaching— ad civil and fnanciue 


ae He Es Se eee BE Pera Ge Sey . 
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tTxoytness af the Irish Peasantry —their indepencence--tite?} 
‘na the orinions of Mr. Curwan, and Lord 


Li 
--U} 
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CONTENT- 


Tho people of Eng! ied have fone been in error, if seems, 
* . . ' ae. yr . — j yy 
neon the subject of the conditien of tie Arist Peasaniny, 


6 oand SMe. Curwen have stepped for 


and Lord Castlereagiy at 

ward to set them right. ftas mot true, tucy sey, that Tre- 
land is the most debased, degraded, and ushappy coun 
trvin the world, They are a contented, a high-spirited, 
and ahappy rece of mortals, Tudcependance siaiks erect 
throueh thataistand, and her peeple are hospitable, ond 
atlisfied, Prue itis, that tl ey are alinest my a state of na 


1h: 


ture, ws it respects cicthin and hubitation: true it 1s, at 
their wretea cubis, built of nn t, destitute of cieab- 
[ness and convenience, are the very images of vie abs de 
of misery and desolation that the imliabitants ef tacse vor 
rid fool is Tec ifacles, whien a lotteatot would disdain to 
dwell in, look forth from them ti roes and tatters, staring 
like unheppv bedlamites locking after some visionary beam 
of Comair true itis, tat tiicir &} HOw MCE GUIs CX TES OWS 


oa P| ; : 
minted, CHEO? 


yust: vet, yhwith fanding this, they are « 

ful, and happy. Viear what Mr. Carwen says upon tliis 
subtect; and he is sure an honourable man: Tin ive tle 
“ erternal appearance of the lower orders of tle innabitants, 
‘and of therr fabitations, excite the strongest feelings of 
“ horror and disgust: no one who sces them for the free 
‘time, but would e/skh he had never seen thom: and vet 
“the conversation and conduct of the people indicate con. 


“ tent, and even happiness ; for they are INDEPENDENT; 


they Jive by the fruits of their owa industry, acd ti 


“ure never asseied with the degrading appellation of 
*PAUPER., Their hearts are full of streng feclings, and 


© warm aiections, and their wretehed hovels are the 


open-nearted bospitalty., 
This idle jargon—for it would be fulsome compirment to 


call it common sense, or mistaken poticv-—reminds us vers 


forcibly of the sophism of Tago to Rodrigo: ‘ IT protest,” 


ran of Shakspeare, “ | bove dealt fanty with taee. 


Savs the vi! 
“Tthath net appeared so,” says the simple Venetian, “ No,’ 


sivs the subtle scoundrel, “ berant tt bath pot appeared. 
* But: so,” 


ievertheless it is 
attuch any importance to such rav 
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Cin 


iN-fated istand, bas preduced the wretcheducss which 


this geufleman says cannot be surveyed for the first time 
-o hrutalized the mind 


nal n! 
ae’ aaa 


without Aerror and @iseust; 2 


fo the most savage Ceorce of ferocity, while it has reduced 


it to the most sordid and besotted igcnorance ? Content, and 
the wretch be 


Can 


? rs j ¥ 1 
t obtain, of the coarsest food, enourh 


happiness! Mochers! and madness! 


i 


pu 


j content, who caunt 
to satisfy the mere wants of nature?) Can the man be content, 


a system from which he is 


who finds him-elf governed by 


nd eonsidered as an alienan fits own country ? 


. et f 1 
Proserivek, ana 


’ ' 7 es 
| Coan anv men oe hunpy, who cannot 20 to sie PoWita sul the 
’ . . ‘ Poh. 
appre hension of I, LyOse Oe Tis 





eng savavely butchered, by 


ss » y* . cae ae 
Ihe worst of Crimes, 


that 


1 3 . 
own count yyvinen, Wid are ariven to 


"yr ‘Y tse} ’ - : s ‘ ‘sr ' 
almost asS Qa recessary Ccohnsé phe dle C Gi tike O} peeESstull 


f 

id 

a 
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Bhunts them through every bow and moress ino the land 

= i , ! ‘ ! ‘ ? } } *? . fe And GP ¢ ) ‘ | 

* he de Peaent) Owen Gn CV CELI t) SieudaG Lave Fecomecread that tie 
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reagh should never before have met ail the severe comments 
upon the degradation of his countrymen, with a statement 
of their happy condition. Perhaps he thought his word 
niight be a little suspicious upon the subject, Certain it is, 


that this happy state of Ireland was never dreamt of before, | 


either in or out of the House; but since the pretty phan- 
tom was started, of course Lord Castlereagh must lend his 
assistance to dress it up in due form; and give “ do airy 
nothing a local habitation and a name.” Hear how prettily 
his imagination took fire, at the very mention of the resi- 
dence of happiness in Ireland. His lordship could hardly 
paint so exquisitely from mere fancy, Perhaps he Aas scen 
happiness in that country, and recurs to the period when 
Ireland had not been blessed with the wisdom of his man- 
hood. His Lordship said, ‘ he went with the honorable 
« gentleman in the favourable character he had drawn of the 
“Trish peasaniry; and he had always thought that the 
‘* hardness of the lot of the lower orders of the people of 
“ Treland had been infinitely exaggerated. He agreed with 
“ the honourable gentleman, that they might trace in the ha- 
“ bits of living of the Irish labourer, in the plain and simple 
«¢ fare which he took, but which was neither unfavourable 
“ to strength of body or mind, —in the habitual cheerfulness 
‘* of his disposition,—in the manly simplicity of his charac- 
“ter, and his kind sympathy with his fellow charactcrs,— 
“in these they might trace the absence in Ireland of those 
“ laws which in this country bad broken down the charac- 
‘ter of the lower orders of the people: for every mau who 
** had any knowledge of human uature, kuew how much ihe 
characters of men were influenced by the sitwatiors in 
which they were placed; and in that part of the empire 
where the people had no claim for parochial support they 
cheerfully contributed to the relief of the wants and dis- 


6 


tresses of each other, and displayed a spitit of mutual 
** hospitality and charity, which made their character as én- 
* teresling as it was respectable,” 

Did the noble Lord see any of this in his recent tour to 
Ireland? In his nocturnal visitto Lord Whitworth, when he 
deemed it prudent to shun the strong feelings which Mr, Cur- 
wen alluded to; and would not trust himself to that inter- 
esting and respectable character, which is so common among 
his countrymen?) That there is much of virtue in the na- 
dive character of the Trish is admitted; but all beyond this 
is false, as applied to the nation, There is a disposition lo 
be hospitable, but nothing left them to be hospitable with, 
The cheerfulness of their disposition is now either an un- 
meaning levity, ora ferocious folly. “heir plain living, upon 
potatoes, and the occasional luxury of buttermilk, has con- 
tributed to render them very inferior in personal strength 


| 





and appearance to what they were; tie astonishing strength of 
the Irish peasantry is only now a jest; they are become 
meagre, and famished, and miserable as those shadows of men 
which croud our English workhouses, 

We hope it is not the Aaypiness of Ireland that Lord Ces- 
tlereach is destined to bless England with, We have no 
wish to enjoy the content that is proclaimed by martial law ; 
the hollow cheerfulness that can disguise murder in its 
smiles; the independence, that has no eariily comfort to 
hope for; and the respectability, that is tormented at home, 
and despised abroad, We have no wish to see the Poor 
Laws abolished, to fill the streets and lanes with armies of 
beggars; and to render murd-r the order of the day. We 
know that it is the consolation of many in Treland to say, 
that since their ruin is effected past redemption, that with 
the same guide we shall be led to the same end, Bre 
we hope, broken as the spirit of our poor, and degenerate as 
our rich are become, we aie not left to the fulfilment of this 
prophecy without a struggle. The Jand-holders now begin 
to cry out against the poor rates, and wish to get rid of 
them as a national grievance, But they are only an effect, 
nota cause. [tis not the abject spirit of the Enciish poor 
that has filled the workhouses by choice. It is the grinding 
system of taxation, that has robbed them of the means of 
living, and driven them upon the parish for support, The 
rich who complain of paying the rates should have pro- 
lected the poor. ‘Tiey feel the punishment of their apathy 
now, and they will feel it still more; for the minister dare net 
at present lighten the burden one farthing. Lie knows that 
ifthe poor are not fed, they must be killed, or they will 
attempt the destruction of others: —and the standiug army 
itself might be found too weak to subdue, or to annibilate a 
nation, awakened at last to a sense of its condition, and the 
importance of its resOurees, 

Any talk now of abrogating the poor laws, or even any 
interference with them, would be madness, The country 
ceitheman may find, by a very little retlection, that it bas 
been the progressive system of taxation that has driven his 
tenants one after another to the miserable shelter of the 
workhouse, And if tie will but put on his spectacles, and 
look a little further, this same country gentleman will see 
that he must soon fo/low them to that living sepulchre; and 
he will deserve tt too, if he does not take an early stand 
against the minteters, who proceed as if they intended te 
It shail here- 
after be shown, that the workhouses have been the most useful 


level all ranks, and confound all distinctions. 


allies of the minister: and it will thea be seen tliey are as in- 


separably connected together as the undertaker and the grave, 
What then stall divide them?) Mur. Curwen! 
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New Enemics of Reform. 
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To the Yellow Bonze, at Japan. 


7 ° : ° . " an 1 
These Islanders will certainly killme. Tamat one periog 


convulsed with laughter at their folly, and at another stifled 3 


with sighs at the misery they exiubit. The nition ts at pre- 


sent divided Into two parties. The one is strugeling fora 
reform of many abuses which have crept into the adimimistra- 
tion of their affairs ; and the other contending for the preser- 
vation of thiugs as they are, which practice thou knowest ts 
very common amongst those, who like thee, aud priests, and 
statesmen, in all countries, find things as they are very com- 
fortable for them. The people at present are bolding meetings 
in every part of the kingdom, to petition those who govern them 
to reform the evils of the system; and at present the minister 
is obliged to let them meet, until he bas got rid of an old law 
that authorizes them to do so. This, it seems, is to be done 
withall speed. Inthe interim, ata merting convened at a place 
called Newcastle-under line, the friends of the grievanccs com- 
plained of,took previous possession of the place of meeting, and 
were kind enough to wear their own uniferm on that oecasion 
Some had fools’ caps and bells ou their heads, to denote 
Others 
had on tho motley babits worn by the fools anciently kept 


that they were the merry-andrews of the state. 


at court, for the monarch and his ministers to laugh at- 
N. B. This prectice has been long discoutinued, as unne- 
cessary; there being so many candidates for the office, that 
the nation has been half full ofthem ever since, Others carried 
rattles, to denote the emptiness of their heads; and the officers 
of this corps of defenders of church and state, were mouuated 
upon asses, as happy emblems of their eisdom aud their spirit, 


Sut the most formidable opponents f Retorm were a body of 


‘its chief ornament, and outdo ours im every species of wicked- 
ness and brutality. A division of prostitutes, hardened as minis- 
ters of state, were dispersed in groups over the scene of action: 
and these evidences of the totalimpossibility of auy personal 
reform, quite overcame the reformers present. Lamafraid their 
cause ts liopeless, my friend. They had all the rogues in the 
nation, poor and rich, to contend with before; and since the 
w ——shaveacceded to the alliance in self defence, as well as 

out of a venerous feeling towards church aud king, there is 
little chance of breaking this pure and holy league of the ene- 
m:es of Reform. Such an association must show the fulility 
of all opposition, 

Your well-wisher, 


The Black Daarf, 
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those creatures, who disgrace the tema!o sex by their want of : 


‘coinpetition, and meets it fairly ard boldly. 





THEATRICALS., 


Drury LaANg.--Othello—We sometimes go to the thea- 


tre, and sit there with the utmost astonishment, in the in- 


ditference we see around us. The stage has many charms, 
what we might in vain hope to find in the 
common walks of human life. We sometimes catch the 
living spark of freedom, and think we breathe in ancient 
Greece, or god-like Rome; or sit over the better remem- 
brance of English liberty, or glory. We see the native dig- 
nity of men, anawed by rank, or title, boldly indulging the 


noblest feelings of humanity. What an invaluable school 


What a 
poweitul engine to correct the abuses, and lash the follies 


of the times. 


would the stage be, if it were quite unfettered. 


But we turn with some regret from the con- 
sileration of wiiat it might be. We must be content to take 
The debut of Mr. Booth gave us 


We like to see the spirit of daring emula- 


it at preseut as it is, 
much pleasure. 


tion. Manwas not born to sit sfi// in poverty, and obscurity. 


Every one has not only a right, but is called upon by duty 
to exert ail lis faculties, Itis better to challenge the highest 


than to rest unknown for ever, What if'an aspiring genius 


fails —** In great attempts ‘is GLORIOUS e’en to fail.” But 
those who dare to exerttheir faculties will seldom fail. J hey 


may not reach the highest; but they will always fiad a 
resting place beyond the vulgar gaze. Mr. Booth did uot 
surpass Mr, Kean. But he was respectable by his side, 
lis lago was not Iago; but it was a villain of very consider- 
able magnitude. He wants much, to perfect himself; but 
he brings with him a considerable stock of ipgenuity to the 
task. He 
felt himself challenged to the trial, and played to the very 


Mr, Kean moved in a higher sphere than usual, 


nerve. The stage was startled at his exeellence. If was 


the triumph of mind, aud language may record, but cannot 
Mr. Kean isa right high-souled hero, He dares 
He wishes for 
no undue advantage. He would sink without regret, if he 
could uot soar without a rival. Since that time, Mr. Booth 


has lessened himselfin our opinion, He seems to have been 


frightened at the vastness of his undertaking. He has 
abandoned the fair competition with genius, to run a dark 
and uncertain career behind it. 
A tendency to such a disposition 
should be early checked, and deeply reprobated. 


Mr. $. appears too, to 
have been ungrateful. 


Itisa 


! vice that can endure slavery in the hope of playing the ty- 
rant. 


We hope it is not native in the disposition of Mr, B, 
but an accidental impulse produced by unexpected events, 





Lo Correspondents. 


We are obliged to postpone several favours, 
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MORE TREASON, 
Mr. Editor, 

{ hasten to communicate to you some very impertent 
intelligence, upon the truth of which you may posilively 
depend, for I saw the circumstance with my own eves. 
A soldier, no doubt employed by authority, to tind evidence 
for the recent inquiry, took it info his head to peep into 
the R——?t’s Bomb, vnder the impression thatin such an 
enormous bore, it would be possible for something of a very 
dangerous nature to lie concealed, Having ascended and 
furnished himself with a proper instrument for extracting 
any thing that might be found inside, he sounded this empty 
piece of oficial trumpery, and declared that it was his opinion, 


there was something tn the breech, at any rate, although 
it appeared to be empty every where else. He wuce several 


but to no purpose, for seme 


trisnis to get out the contents? 
and observed 


time, untilan old privy counsellor came by, 
very shrewdly, that he thought there was no great danger to 
be apprehended from whatever might be within, as far as 
treason was concerned, for it was ‘evident that it was of a 
very courtier-like disposition, and stuck very close to its 


place. The soldier, however, insisted that nothing honest 
had any business to conceal itse:t so near the court; and 
suid he was determined to have it out. Tle therefore got a 


pouge and having well daubed it wiih patené bird-ime, 
he thrust iti, and ont came the shell of an egg. ‘This 
induced the man to create a great alarm; a croud ga- 
theresl round, and it was pretty generally agreed to, that 
tuis egg- shell spoke as loud as the potatoes! Mr. Justice 
Ti--— at that time came up, and suggested that there 
was one circumstance to be ascertained that would demon- 
strate to a certainty, whether this egg had been hatched in 
the nest of rebellion, If, said he, this was a roften egg, 
it was guilty of high treason; for none of the ragged rascals 
that were in the croud, had money to spare to buy good 
ones, ‘Therefore, my good fellow, just smell at the douch- 
hole, and see whether you can ascertain this important 
point. 


Egad, cried the justice, this is better than 
the potatoes. But, upon recollection (that is upon a shake 
of the head, to dislodge one of the many ideas that stick | 
to the inside of his brain like French plaster), he observed 
that this was not quite conclusive; for, said he, it is now some 
days since, and as the weather has been unseasonably warm, 
perhaps the sweetest ¢ exe might have grown rather rank by 
this time. But the soldier was not to be put off his scent, 
by such admirable reasoning. He rejoined very shrewdly — 
—** What you say, master justice, is very true; but Pl 
be upon my oath, that the egg was a bad one at the time, 
I was on duty just as the carriage passed this place; and 
now IT recollect, L did simetl something abeminably strong 
asit went by. So that there can be no mistake about it. 
Well, my good fellow, if you ca swear thet there is no 
doubt about it, we may as well then proceed to take the 
evidence i accordingly, But had vou not better see whether 
you can find any corroborative proof, tor you know there are 
two witnesses required to prove any overé act of 4708708: 
Why, please your honour, won't the royal bomb do?) Why 
as to that, it might be admitted, but there isa question 
about whether its word, or its honour, ought to be taken in 
such case. I do not know, ex xactly, whether it was 
placed here by the order of the great nobles of the land, 
it does not in part participate of nobility : ; and ifso, perhaps 
the bomb won't come to be interrogated by any but the 


abominably. 


as 
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The fellow climbed up, and big with the hopes of | 
being an aide-du-camp, swore the R——t's bomb smelt most 
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lords of the bed chamber. A tall pert barrister who hap- 
pened to be standing by, here observed that he dare say 
the bomb would have no objection to be examined as a 
witness: but it appeared to him, with due deference to the 
worthy justice, that it ought to be committed to the Tower, 
as an accomplice, for harbouring and concealing the saic 
against the statute in that case made and provided, 


Cen 
eas? : . 

At this the worthy magistrate stared in the most profound 
amazement and horror! The soldier stood aghast-—and si- 
lence pervaded the whole of the spectators, at the horrid 


suUpposit that any thing under the special ois of 
the preat should be accused of treason be state, 
The justice at last broke ont in the most mdignant tone and 
manuer. Why vou traitor in disguise! you long robed 
si nie ¢ ab you— you—you — you discontented fellow! [sit 
* nol enoug h that Ihe R-- —t’s bom should be defiled by the 

diack at tis filthy eee, Isat that this em- 
blem of glory, sed 01 hy of nm: ttronal honour should have 
* been polluted hy this abominable scent: but that it must 
‘be accused of traitorous lutentions ; Vou -you—vile re- 
‘* former,s you.” P mv sood sir, patience,” sai 
he barrister; ‘ you will please to remember that this A diy 

w called very silily by the moba reyal bomb, was fabri 

oaiel bv the orders of Nap oleon Buonaparte, and although 
ii is new honoured by this exatation into Briti-h estimation, 
origina! disposition may yet remains and 
careful How you perani vourseif to 
nis for the 
ould happen to be 
hy 


TO 
aquainst t 


ne not enough 


ailenceé, 


the potson of its 
therefore you should be 
imposed upon hy appearances. 1 « 
general good; and if my suggestion 

well founded, why Tain a imply rew see for my trouble, 
the preservation of the public peace.” Again the magisterial 
head was shaken with fresh delight. He penned down the 
the barrister Lastily, puiled out a large 
potatoe fora fee, amd hastened to —-—— to communic are 
the important intelligence; and it is the general opinion that 
the bomb will form a conspicuous member of the executions 


that are about to take place. 


be speak 


i 
O1 


ovpservations 


Ac. 
A. Pasquin, 


I remain, 
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Means used to arrect the Progress of Reform. 
The whole host of corruption is now in motion, She 


higher orders think the best mode is to destroy the coustitu- 
tion altogether, and vben their cause can ran no further risk, 
A country magistrate, not many miles from Manchester, 
whose name begins with ove of the letters of the word &ool, 
thinks, since dead meu make no speeches, that al! re- 
formers had betterin that way be disposed of, and is said to 
have given a public dinner the following toast--'* May all 


the 


“ reformers be turned into shot, aud tired trom the cannot 
“mouth.” What effect they might have as shot, we know 
not; but weepprehend, that if the worthy gentleman has 


got interest enough to put his recommendation into practice, 
that he will tind the refermists much Oeéler shots than te 
imagines them to be. We hear, however, that more moderate 
measures 3re to be first tri d, aud thatitis o nity now inteuded 
to pass a declaration, advising the reformers to hag thems 
selves with alf convenient speed. 
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